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Casual killings of Christians continue at Federal Institutions in Sharia states

The killing of Christians in Federal Government establishments, especially educational institutions, in the Sharia states continue with impunity with two different incidents recorded towards the end of year 2004.  The Daily Independent reports the first incident:

          “Barely a few weeks after religious tension was averted in Bauchi State over the planned demolition of churches, the president of Evangelical Church of West Africa, (ECWA) at the Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University (ATBU), Sunday Ezekiel has been killed by militant Islamic youths while the secretariat and bus belonging to the Nigerian Fellowship of Evangelical Students (NIFES), Federal Polytechnic, Bauchi were set ablaze. 

        “Trouble was said to have started at the Polytechnic when students distributed tracts and materials down loaded from a website. The materials, our correspondent gathered, were given to both Christians and Muslims in the class.

“But one of the students took exception to the action, describing it as blasphemous. He immediately left the classroom and headed for the hostel to see their leader. [Subsequently,] the students …. sent messages to the library and classes calling on Muslim students to assemble at the mosque for an emergency meeting. Our correspondent gathered that at the mosque, the Islamic students resolved that to avert religious crisis, the students who gave the offending tracts should be produced and killed” (Daily Independent, Dec 10, 2004).  

A similar calculated callous, cold-blooded  murder was executed at the Federal College of Education (Technical) Bichi, Kano State, where Celestine Kwada was beaten to death following an allegation by “an unidentified person”  that he (Celestine) had used extracts of the Quran while in the toilet.  ( continued on page 2
Now, Sexuality Education Folks rise against Abstinence

           Having successfully maneuvered its way to insist that the promotion of the new Sexuality Education and ethics with its warm endorsement of homosexuality and indiscriminate, unconscionable ‘safe’ sex  somehow is a credible way of combatting unwanted teenage pregnancies and HIV /AIDS, the Sexuality Education lobby is now feeling comfortable enough to begin to demand that Abstinence should no longer be promoted alongside its “Play Safe” philosophy.  The interesting ground for this demand is that Abstinence is really nothing but the Biblical/Christian view of human sexuality, and promoting that in a multi-religious society is actually unfair to other religions! ( cont’d on pg 2
US Church allowed to use hallucinogenic tea 

The US Supreme Court has ruled that a New Mexico church, O Centro Espirita Beneficiente Uniao do Vegetal, could use hallucinogenic tea as part of its services, at least during the Christmas period.  Thus a temporary stay on the continued use of the product which government had previously won was lifted.  The US government contends that the hoasca tea contains a controlled substance, DMT, and is therefore illegal and dangerous.  The Brazil-based church however replied that hoasca isn’t only safe, but to members it is sacred and as a sacrament, connects them to God. (azcentral.com/offbeat /articles/1210Scotus-Religion-ON.html)    (  pg 2
Popularising Satanism: The Devil as Father Christmas

        Instead of the usual Father Christmas, visitors to Satan's Grotto at York Dungeon are greeted by a man dressed as the Devil with a red face and horns. 
As well as meeting Satan the alternative Santa, visitors to the grotto are handed "gifts" such as severed fingers, and can write on a scroll to sign their souls away. Rev Roger Simpson, from St Michael-le-Belfrey in the city centre, said concerns were raised at a regular meeting with colleagues from across York.  "It is not just complaining for the sake of it," he continued. "There are real evil forces and we in our work come across people who are damaged seriously through their involvement with occult forces. We are concerned the attraction has the potential to do real pastoral harm." 
(http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/north_yorkshire/4074685.stm)
 
Meanwhile local school officials in a suburb of Houston, Texas, are investigating how it was possible that a school police officer handed out calendars to students that featured explicit details on satanic and sexual rituals for every day of the month. Sample:  "September 20th is a 'midnight host', …You should have a blood-type ritual. September 23rd is the fall equinox – you should have an orgy. Activity group sex, any age, any sex." 

"They shouldn't be teaching the kids, at 12 years of age, a calendar of satanism. It's just not right," said an irate parent. WorldNetDaily.com December 13, 2004

Sharia Killings (cont’d from pg 1) Despite strident denials and protests by Celestine, and total lack of  proof whatsoever that he committed the “crime” (what, anyway would have been the point of secretly desecrating another religion’s book?)  Celestine Kwada was beaten to death by apparently educated “Moslem faithfuls” out to defend their religion!  According to the authoritative Guardian newspaper, “Authorities of the Institution declined to comment on the incident” (Details in Guardian Nov 12, 2004, pg 5).  How long will this continue, and who is next?
Sexuality Education against Abstinence (cont’d from pg 1)        As can be imagined, such moves (like the Sexuality Education curriculum itself) always originate  in the United States/Europe, from where it then spreads round the entire world at the speed of the Internet.  The current battleground is Lousiana state, in the United States where the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) is insisting that the state's website promoting premarital, sexual abstinence violates the Constitution because of its religious references. Gov. Kathleen Blanco however pointed out that the program complies with a federal settlement two years ago that allowed faith-based viewpoints in public discussion.  Terry Ryder, Executive Counsel to the State further explained that some of the religious references complained about by the ACLU were actually materials written by high school students discussing their faith at the website forum.  He said he hoped “that the ACLU would agree that among the many voices in this debate are those whose deep faith in God prompts them to discuss this issue from a biblical perspective,…This is a perspective that I and most Louisiana citizens strongly share." 
       The Federal judge is certainly not  one of those citizens; and he has ordered that the State stop using taxpayer dollars to "convey religious messages or otherwise advance religion in any way". (www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=41885) 


Free, “safe sex” advocates spend an incredible budget subsidizing the production of condoms and promoting their use worldwide.  However not only has a Planned Parenthood official publication conceeded that condoms are not effective enough in preventing unwanted pregnancies or HIV/AIDS (leading to the bizarre suggestion that multiple condoms be used! – see CA! vol 6 No 4), it has also been scientifically demonstrated that most mass-produced condoms, excepting expensive brand names, release copious amounts of the carcinogen N-Nitrosamine during their use – see CA! vol 7 No 4).  None of these grave facts are however enough to stop the new age sexual ethicists not only in promoting their sexual immoralities, but now in seeking to gag the only time-tested alternative: Abstinence. 

Hallucinogens (cont’d from pg 1):    

       Hallucinogens are substances that produce various visual effects and imagery.   The question is whether these are hallucinations or ‘visions’.  Many of them often lead to mental problems if not carefully prepared and used.  Practitioners claim that the effects of using these products ‘ordinarily’ and as ‘sacrament’ are different
De-Christianization of Society continues unabated

The steady subtle satanic moves accelerating the decay of society via the removal of every vestige of Christian influence seems to be having a free run in several of the ‘post-modern’ societies of the world. 

.  Months ago, despite frantic protestations by leaders of the Orthodox Church, the new Constitution of Europe brazenly failed to acknowledge the Empire’s Christian heritage.  The United States (usually denigrated by Europe as being “religious”) is following hard on the same trail as now, even reading of the nation’s Declaration of Independence is being challenged and banned in some schools.  The reason being that it contains references to God! (WorldNetDaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=41623).  Little wonder that the Neosho School District (SW Missouri, USA) has decided to remove the Bible from its accelerated reading programme.  Prominent books remaining on that programme include the Harry Potter series and several others teaching practical witchcraft
(WorldNetDaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=42068).  Even the famous ‘One Nation under God’ expression contained in the American Pledge of Allegiance is being challenged.  Top legislators are among the increasing rank of those who, not being able to mouth the word “God”, have on record refused reciting the Pledge -  even when officially so required (see CA! Vol 7 No 3).  

        The past Christmas period particularly served to highlight the alarming depth this rot has reached and how the Salt of Christianity is fast losing its savour in several key post-modern societies.  In one incident, a US school ruled out Christmas carols that have any mention of Jesus , while a teacher in an Italian school decided to replace the name of Jesus with another word - if the carols are to be sung without any offence. (http://www.iol.co.za/ index.php?set_id=1&click_id=3&art_id=vn20041206024632650C964977)  Yet another (in the US) will not even allow the Instrumental versions of some carols to be played.    (WorldNetDaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=42018)  Apparently the tunes will still evoke the right words in the minds of the hearers!.  In one particularly bizarre incident, a US district actually ruled that Christmas trees (Christian symbols as they are erroneously supposed to be) must not be used to decorate public places during Christmas! (tallahassee.com/mld/Tallahassee/news/politics/10432981.htm).       These developments are not surprising, seeing how both “fundamentalist Christians” have firmly united with Pagans in emphasizing that Christmas was not, and should not be a Christian festival (Please see the  article by WND to follow the hot debate on the origin of Christmas - worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ ID=29995).  For instance, it is fast becoming an unacceptable religious extremism maintaining the word ‘Christ’ in Christmas, the current fad being ‘Xmas’.  (This is really not to say that ‘Christ’ is any more a uniquely Christian terminology as several occultic and satanic groups now have their various definitions of “Christ” and “Christ-consciousness”!)  New Agers are cashing in on the confusion and have quietly but vigorously stepped up their de-Christianization campaign.  The result is that Christianity is becoming actually persecuted at Christmas and the most insensitive thing someone could possibly do in today‘s America is mention the name of Jesus at Christmas!  Cards, CDs etc that mention the name of Jesus have been rejected by schools and hospitals; and not even “religious President Bush” could mention that glorious name in his 2004 Christmas speech. (see www.NewsMax.com)
         Meanwhile in Australia, 2 Pastors (one of them an ex-moslem) on December 17 bagged jail terms for allegedly “vilifying Moslems”.  This they apparently did by quoting copiously the Quran and applying a literal interpretation - as most Moslems would do.  However, trial Judge Higgins (a non-moslem) ruled that by failing “to differentiate between Muslims throughout the world”, (presumably between Australian and Arab Moslems), the Pastors had breached section 8 of Australia’s Racial and Religious Tolerance Act 2001 which says a person cannot engage in conduct that “incites hatred against, serious contempt for, or revulsion or severe ridicule of, that other person or class of persons.”    (WorldNetDaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=41969)

         However, quoting the Quran is not the only act that can send a Christian to jail in the modern world.  Quoting the Bible also can!  Currently, four Christian protesters who demonstrated at a Philadelphia homosexual event face a possible 47 years in prison if convicted of the felony charges that have been filed against them.  By publicly quoting Scripture verses that oppose homosexualism, police prosecutors said they had run foul of Pennsylvania’s “hate crimes” law which had recently incorporated “sexual orientation” as a new “victim “ category. (see http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-news/1316936/posts).  We reported in Vol 7 No 4 that Swedish pastor, Ake Green, was the first to be jailed for publicly affirming the Scriptures position that homosexuality is sinful. We emphasize again that the new sexuality education curriculum already approved for Nigerian schools affirm that homosexuality is but a normal sexual orientation and actively encourages school children to experiment (see for instance http://www.actionhealthinc.org/teenzone/school/identity01.htm)

When we wrote about the various impacts to be expected from the Internet 7 years ago (Vol 1 No 2) many of our readers were ready to swear that the Internet will never reach their village in their lifetime.  Now again we solemnly warn: Nigeria is not immune to these secularization efforts.  It is our duty to jealously guard our God given Christian liberties.  Whether we’ll be end times Christians living in “Smyrna” (Rev 2:8-11) or in “Philadelphia” (Rev 3:7-11) could well depend on whether or not we allow the festering plots of the New Age people to go ‘critical’ in our much-prized country.  

Britain no longer a Christian Country – Archbishop of York

            The Church of England's second most senior figure, Dr David Hope, has said that he would be "hard-pushed" to describe Britain as a Christian country. He specifically cited a lack of belief in the virgin birth of the Lord Jesus as an example of the increasing secularisation of the country.  A few weeks later at Christmas, a Sunday Times survey of 140 ministers in the Church of Scotland revealed that 37% of them do not believe in the virgin birth of Christ. The ministers said they believed that, like the resurrection (!), the virgin birth should be interpreted metaphorically rather than as a description of actual events.  (http://news.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2004/12/15/njesus15.xmlref)
        Dr Hope is not alone in his perceptions.  Jayne Ozanne, senior adviser to the Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, is predicting even tougher times ahead for the Church in that country.  In her analysis, Ozanne pointed out that: "Sacrificial giving is not a concept that we in the West have either embraced or understood. We are too comfortable and, as a result, too compromised”. Her conclusions were unambiguous: “I see a time of great persecution coming, which will drive Christianity all but underground in the West. I believe that this will primarily take the form of a social and economic persecution, where Christians will be ridiculed for their faith and pressurized into making it a purely private matter." 
        While the established Church will self-destruct, "fragmenting into various divisions over a range of internal issues",  a new "Church in England" will emerge, she further predicted. 
(worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=41891)
        Ironically, missionaries from Nigeria now rank among the leading lights that God is using to hold the light in Britain and Europe – a near reversal of the situation some 150 years ago.  The two largest and fastest growing Churches in Europe (East and West) are pastored by ‘young’ Nigerians, Pastor Sunday Adelaja in Kiev, and Pastor Mathew Ashimolowo in London. 

The march of the microchip

With the surprising speedy approval of the microchip implant VeriChip for medical use in humans, last October, a new era in the march to getting the microchip into every human being on earth has begun.(www.cbn.com/cbnnews/news/041210)  

          The path thus far has been filled with intrigues and surprises.  When Applied Digital first introduced the chip in the form of a product called Digital Angel where an externally coupled chip could monitor medical parameters in the person wearing the device and automatically send the information in real time to other locations via satellite, many rightly applauded and welcomed the potentially life-saving device.  However groups like Church Arise! also quickly pointed out that the chip might as well become implanted within people, get developed into various other applications apart from medical, and ultimately lay  the foundation for a mandatory world-wide mark that would be required for all economic activities in the short reign of the antichrist. (Rev 13:16-18).  Applied Digital categorically denied it has any plan to implant its chip into people and labeled such comments as unnecessary and alarmist.  The shocker (for those who could still be shocked in this age), was the announcement a few months later by Applied Digital that her VeriChip for implantation into people for non-medical applications was ready!  
         How could such a product be allowed into the (American) public without the usual time-intensive approval of the FDA (American version of Nigeria’s NAFDAC)?  The FDA simply ruled that as the product was neither food nor being used for medical purposes, it did not require any approval!  The chip thus began its move around the Americas and Europe using various selling points depending on the situation on ground and giving rise to several products including, VeriGuard, VeriPay, VeriChip, VeriMed, etc  (See CA! Vol 7 No 1).  The hypes aside, however, it was quite clear to all that the touted advantages of these implanted products are limited and often tempered by other serious disadvantages.  Hence the Chip has not quite become a popular product with the masses.


The surprising quick approval of VeriChip for implantation by the FDA now for medical uses in the United States might change all that however.  Afterall, as Satan said of Man, “skin for skin” !   (Job 2:4). Already cashing in on the huge victory, Applied Digital has launched an intensive "Get Chipped" campaign and is offering a discount to the first few hundred people who get the implant.  It also plans to donate hundreds of scanners to trauma units across the United States to promote use of the VeriChip. (cbn.com/cbnnews/ news/041210a.asp)   Already the basis for other medical applications of implanted microchips has been established.  Hence we can see in the near future, the VeriChip going beyond providing medical information records, to  those applications of the externally-worn Digital Angel (monitoring of vital medical parameters), in providing contraception,  and even possibly therapy in some conditions.  Clearly the stage is becoming set when having a chip implant will be as common and as necessary as having a chip-phone (the gsm phone).

Why is Church Arise! keeping this topic fresh from time to time?  First, as for most of other issues we highlight, the advances in chip implantations provide a major sign that we are living in the end times.  This development predicted in the Scriptures over 2000 years ago had remained inconceivable to human minds until the present time, when it is suddenly here before us.  Furthermore, unlike other developments which we counsel Christians to participate in with caution, this is certainly one development we will all do well to steer clear of.  Christians must reject any chip implant by all means.  This is not a kind of spurious Jehovah-Witnesses-kind of rejection of medical progress however.  We believe there are adequate solid reasons for giving the implanted-chip a wide berth.

First is that the chip once implanted, remains so, possibly for life.  Once in place and securely covered with tissue, it will require some intensive surgery attempting to remove it; unlike the 3 minutes it took to insert it in place.   According to the already cited CBN report even the US FDA affirms that the microchip is not completely safe. Health risks associated with the device, but which are not usually given commensurate publicity, include "adverse tissue reaction," "electrical hazards”, “transponder migration”, and "MRI incompatibility."  How many more might be discovered later on?
But our concerns about a chip implant is far more than such medical problems alone.  Or even the well known problems about privacy intrusion and probable identity thievery - seeing that any computer hacker worth the name could easily-enough scan the signal coming from the implanted rfid and use it to the owner’s disadvantage in some way.  Actually, it is fine-tuning the device to take care of all these problems that will eventually turn the device into de-facto Mark of the Beast.

   It has been well established that the microchip, like most other microcomputers, can be re- programmed from time to time – even remotely.  Furthermore, the possibilities of mind control via implanted chips are not only well known, but have also been well demonstrated (see for instance CA! Vol 6 No 6).  Thus taking the implanted micro chip is nothing short of trading one’s mind (indeed the soul) for the benefits of the chips.  No wonder the Bible declares those who take the mark of the beast forever lost and irredeemable (Rev. 14:9-11), since their mind could be programmed by others without their knowledge or ability to resist!  (The ‘adverse tissue reaction’ mentioned by the FDA is also confirmed in the Scriptures as a sure-to-happen event – Rev 16:2).  
    Even if current chips do not yet have all the “mark of the beast” capabilities, the fact that they could be remotely re-programmed, and are permanently in place should warn against trivializing this obviously ‘unpalatable’ information.  Why are we re-emphasizing this message at this time?  Watch out, the implanted chip is coming your way very soon. There is simply no alternative to walking in the spirit in these days for a Christian who is serious about not compromising his faith.  Thankfully, the Holy Spirit is freely available (Rev 3:20)  – and if ‘implanted’ within, is greater than he of the world (1 John 4:4).   

Mandatory ID wearing for OAU students?

    “No student will be allowed access to the Halls of Residence, lectures or other University functions unless they are wearing their I.D. Card” says a recently released official Bulletin at the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. The novelty is the requirement to now compulsorily “wear” the ID cards, which of course, every student is required to have.  The microchip based ‘Supercard’ from Valucard is already being used in some Nigerian institutions of higher learning (UNILAG, YABATECH) for the same purposes listed above.  Institutions of higher learning are undoubtedly the ideal launchpads for introducing mandatory tagging into society. The idea of a mandatory mark to facilitate commerce in the near future is certainly not as far-fetched as it might have sounded 2,000 years ago when first predicted (Rev 13:16-18).

Middle East Peace back in the News
       We wrote in the last edition of CA! that one way or the other, the main cog stalling the achievement of peace in the Middle East has been Yasser Arafat.  Events unfolding after his demise are confirming this, and there is generally new enthusiasm and optimism that peace might at last be on the way.

      Britain’s Tony Blair is the first to be making bold moves towards making use of the new opportunities to bring in peace.  He has been able to secure both Israel’s and Palestinian blessing for a Conference to be held in February at London.  At least 20 foreign ministers, to be led by US Condo Rice have signified interest in attending.  Expressing hope that rapid progress will be made, Blair said he looks at the conference as “a bridge back to the Road Map”, referring to the long-abandoned American peace plan.

          Meanwhile, President George W Bush has also indicated he would be ready to follow up on the London conference, promising to  ".. invest a lot of time and a lot of creative thinking so that there will finally be peace between Israel and the Palestinians”.  He even went on to predict  "I am convinced that, during this term, I will manage to bring peace." (Telegraph, UK, 20/12/04)

      In a related event, the highest Jewish legal-judicial tribunal in the land of Israel, the Sanhedrin has been reconstituted – for the first time in 1,600 years.  The event took place on Oct 14, 2004 at the site of the last meeting in Tiberius in 425 CE. Rabbi Richman, one of the 71 sages comprising the Sanhedrin hopes the body will bring about a messiah.

Letters

This is to commend you on your success throughout last (year) concerning the Church Arise magazine. I pray that God will continue to strengthen you, and more grease to your elbow.

Akinlabi Toyin
My greetings to the entire family, my prayer is that the Church Arise will grow the more in Christ’s name.  




Lanre Babalola

I cannot but express my gratitude for your regular subscription to me.  By His grace I 've been able to affect many lives through your CA.


                Olapade Odunlade

Editor: Thanks for the many kind concerns expressed about the stolen computer.  Though one of the burglars is in police net, more prayers are still needed that the computer be retrieved and returned to us intact.

Creationism making “real headway” in the US - atheist

         Following a decision by the School’s Board of Dover, the 2,800 students of the School District are now to " be made aware of gaps/problems in Darwin's theory and of other theories of evolution including, but not limited to, intelligent design.”

However, the speculative subject of “Origins of Life” is not to be taught.  Evolutionists are clearly saddened by this development and have actually filed a law suit to counter the Board’s decision - a move that is infuriating the majority of the Dover’s citizens who are Bible-believing Christians. 

        Norma Botterbusch voices out the mood of the majority: "We are a very lenient town," she said. "But why should a minority get to file a lawsuit and dictate school policy? Most of our kids already know who created them."

     Noted evolutionist and textbook author, Prof Miller said he feared that concepts as “Noah's flood and the 6,000-year-old design of Earth” are fast gaining credibility and are “making real headway in the popular imagination."   In this, Prof Miller is not stating the whole truth, which is that Creationism is “making real headway” not only in the “poplar imagination” but even (and mostly) among qualified scientists all over the world (see last edition of CA!).  Literally thousands of qualified scientists, many working in regular universities and reputable research centres are now concluding that a global Flood did indeed occur, and that taking this fact into consideration, the available scientific data best fits an earth that is thousands of years old, rather than billions. 

Commercial Cloning of pets progresses 

         The first cloned-to-order pet sold in the United States, a 9-week old kitten has been delivered to a Texas woman who saddened by the loss of a cat she had owned for 17 years, placed the order, at a whooping cost of $50,000.  (http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/ stories/C/CLONED_CAT?SITE=VTBRA&SECTION=HOME).
       "It's morally problematic and a little reprehensible," said David Magnus, co-director of the Center for Biomedical Ethics at Stanford University. "For $50,000, she could have provided homes for a lot of strays."   Animals rights activists complain that new feline production systems aren't needed because thousands of stray cats are euthanized each year for want of homes. 

 "The thing that many people do not realize is that the cloned cat is not the same as the original," said Bonnie Beaver, a Texas A&M animal behaviorist who heads the American Veterinary Medical Association, which has no position on the issue. "It has a different personality. It has different life experiences.”  In fact, the first cat cloned in 2001 had a different coat from its genetic donor, underscoring that environment and other biological variables make it impossible to exactly duplicate animals.  This development doesn’t end with animals alone.  In the last edition we mentioned that a company was offering, for a good sum, to produce clones from DNA taken from dead people. Why not be simply satisfied with the natural biological offsprings of such people, or better still with the Christian hope of sure glorious resurrection? 

TOPICAL ISSUE CONTINUED from back page
      It is instructive that people hardly consider the possibilities that God might actually have reduced the possible impact of the event (see Matthew 24:22 to confirm the consistency of this with His character) or that He might not really have wished the event to have happened at all. (See also Luke 13:1-5; Ezekiel 18:32). 

     Of the many lessons that could possibly be drawn from this incident, Church Arise!, will  want to soberly point out a few.  If learnt, then at least those saddening loss of lives would not have gone entirely in vain.
        First, is the ephemeral nature of materials and utter helplessness of man.  The energy of the tsunami was estimated as greater than 10 times those of the atomic bombs unleashed on Nagasaki and Hiroshima in 1945.  We may guard all we can against terrorism, war etc, but no amount of resolution-passing at the UN can stop such, well, “acts of God”.

.      Second is the suddenness of it all.  One fact that struck most eye-witnesses was the brevity of the whole incident.  One moment, calm and camaraderie, a sudden gale of water, and 2 minutes later, all calm again, this time, a ghostly calm. The Bible says the coming of the Lord will happen “in a twinkle of an eye’.  One moment, it will be business as usual, the next, it will be all over and the world will never be the same again!
The above  leads to the point on the urgency of preaching the Gospel.  Unfortunately the vast majority of those who perished in the tsunamis did not get to understand that through Jesus Christ, they could have a solid hope for the eternity. Most eastern religions teach a hopeless future of repeated reincarnation till one day one may earn enough good works to break the cycle.  And to think they only needed to know the Truth to have had a gloriously different destiny.  Now for these, it’s too late to preach!

         Lastly, and perhaps most critical, is the problem of getting people to respond to otherwise unpalatable realities. Virtually everyone knows that the fault lines are there and that the Tsunami could, indeed MUST, one day happen.  Prediction systems exist to warn people ahead of a developing tsunami, but with these rushing in typically at a speed of 800 km/h, the real challenge is to get people to respond to this warning either on time, or at all!   According to a BBC analysis: “An operator sitting in an early warning centre in Jakarta might know about an impending tsunami, but how does he warn the fisherman in Sumatra, the sweet seller in Sri Lanka, the tribesman on Nicobar island?”  

          The challenges of accurately predicting that a particular quake under the ocean will develop into a harmful tsunamis are rather daunting that but for the most advanced (and expensive) systems such as the Deep Ocean Assessment and Reporting (DART), three in four tsunami alerts turn out to be false alarms  (newscientist.com/article.ns?id=dn6839).  Evacuations in such cases are very costly and can damage a delicate industry such as tourism.   The inevitable resultant is complacency or wishful thinking on the part of the majority!  Clearly there are some events for which preparations for possible escape must not be delayed till they commence.

      Certainly, the saddest (and least told story!) about the whole Asian Tsunami is the fact that there were professional scientists who seeing clearly the handwriting literally shouted themselves hoarse hoping somebody will pay attention. The Newscientist article already cited above, quietly mentioned the story of Samoth Dhammasaroj, a meteoroligcal expert in Thailand.  Soon after the massive ocean quake, he realized that a deadly tsunami might be on the way, but he was “unable to contact government officials to raise the alarm”.   Even more pathetic is the story of Kerry Sieh, distinguished professor of geology at CalTech, who several weeks before the event repeatedly warned Indonesian officials that an earthquake and tsunami would soon strike their shores.

         Prof. Sieh, who has studied the region for nearly a decade, was so frustrated in his attempts to get the attention of Asia's leaders that, in desperation, he began handing out fliers, posters and brochures to residents of the islands worst hit by the waves.  He spoke at churches and schools – wherever people gave him audience.  According to a report in WND (Jan 9, 2005), his appointment to discuss with Indonesian officials, about a month to the catastrophe, “was reportedly canceled at the last minute by the officials”.   According to Sieh, "No one can predict exactly when an earthquake will happen, but it was clear that this area was at relatively high risk and such an event would definitely happen one day," he said after the devastation. "We told them it would kill people, wreck infrastructure and destroy livelihoods. But our warnings were falling on deaf ears. My team and I decided to bypass the national and local government and start warning people directly. I hope our efforts saved some lives." 

       The sad story shows how little things have changed since the times of Noah or Lot! It takes great courage to warn people to flee from the danger to come, especially when that means asking them to change comfortable lifestyles, religions, professions, practices they have been comfortably entrenched in.  And with many satanically-inspired doomsday date-setters periodically springing forth, it is easy for men and women to brush aside sound clear Biblical warnings with a wave of  “we’ve heard all that before”.  

    But then how can anyone, like Prof Sieh, possibly see the unmistaken signs of a great tsunami approaching – unprecedented rot and immorality, including sexuality education taking deep roots in society, increasing turning against God as people pay lip service to righteousness and embrace various cults directly or indirectly, systematic and clear efforts to zombifie the entire populace via many simultaneous efforts including microchip implantation, using basic obvious baits, etc – how can one see all these, understand the clear implications, and not warn the unwary to depart from doomsland, no matter the cost?  Afterall what does it profit a man if he should gain the whole world and lose his life? (Mark 8: 36?)  Even when one knows a priori that most will either outrightly scoff, or politely ignore, can one but keep on shouting?  The Lord has given the Word, who can keep quiet!  This is the watchman’s burden – such as is borne by ministries like Church Arise!  Mat 25:41 makes it clear that although many will end up in hell fire, none is actually required to!  The Word of God is clear.  Disaster is coming upon the world that will make the recent tsunamis look like a picnic.(see Rev. 16:1ff).  Genuine faith in Jesus is the ONLY way out (1 Jhn 5:4-5).  NOW, is the time to escape for your life (Gen. 19:17). Come out of all ungodly relationships and associations today! (2 Cor. 6:17, Rev. 18:4).  Remember Lot’s wife!

UN  European ‘peacekeepers’ rape women, children in Africa

        With the United Nations already under fire for the Oil-for-Food mega-scandal and other corruption, sensational allegations of rampant sexual exploitation and rape of young girls and women by the U.N.'s so-called "peacekeepers" and civilian staffers in the Congo is dragging the global body's reputation to an all-time low reports the WND in its article with the above title (www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=42088)
        Citing the London Times, the report referred to the widespread sex scandal as "the U.N.'s Abu Ghraib," and mentions some specific sordid unprintable examples, involving French, Russian, Canadian, Ukrainian, Moroccan, and Uruguayan nationals.  U.N. officials are worried that the scandal will explode if the pornographic videos and photos, now on sale in Congo, become public.  "I am afraid there is clear evidence that acts of gross misconduct have taken place," Secretary-General Kofi Annan admitted. "This is a shameful thing for the United Nations to have to say, and I am absolutely outraged by it."  

       Though Annan promised to hold those involved accountable, claiming that his “attitude to sexual exploitation and abuse is one of zero tolerance, without exception” one of his special advisers, Jordan’s Prince Zeid Raad Al Hussein, (who led one investigative team), said in a confidential report obtained by The Times that  "The situation appears to be one of 'zero-compliance with zero-tolerance' throughout the mission."   The UN routinely and generously dishes out free condoms to her “peacekeepers” to protect them from AIDS, even while at the same time emphasizing a sex code  forbidding sex with prostitutes and women under 18.  Are the condoms to be used on married women then!

          The UN and its ardent supporters keep telling the world that no matter how bad the UN and her agencies may be, it remains the only hope for the world.  Balooney!  Christians must arise, and debunking this popular official myth, proclaim the Good News loud and clear: JESUS is the only true HOPE for the world!

EXHORTATION: The Entropy of Unconcern

“Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame”  (I Corinthians 15:34)

   In this verse, the Greek word translated “shame” is the fascinating word entrope, meaning, literally, “turning-in.”  It is used only one other time, in I Corinthians 6:5: “I speak to your shame.  Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? No, not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren?”

        The scientist, Clausius, in 1865, selected this word (“entropy” in English) to describe the dissipation of energy, or state of disorder, in any functioning system.  The famous Second Law of Thermodynamics, which he helped demonstrate to be a universal law of science, states that the entropy (i.e., the disorganization) of any system always tends to increase.  That is, any system which “turns inward” to derive the energy or information to keep working, will eventually run down and cease to function.  It is this law which indicates that the very concept of evolution is essentially impossible.  “Evolution” means “rolling outward”, and implies increasing complexity, whereas “entropy” means “turning inward,” and implies decreasing complexity. 


In the context of our text, the unconcern of the Corinthian Christians that some in their number were “agnostic”, or ignorant about the very existence and nature of God their Creator, was a measure of their state of “entropy,” or “in-turning” – that is, their self-centredness – and this was a shameful state!


There is no excuse for a Christian to be an “entropic” Christian – a self-centred, self-sufficient, self-righteous hindrance to the cause of Christ, indifferent to the unbelief and compromise all around him, concerned only with his own personal affairs and comfort.  The urgent command to such a one is “Wake up!”.  

Henry M. Morris (Days of Praise, Jan 17,2005 – free subscription at www.icr.org)

TOPICAL ISSUE: The Tsunami and the Watchman’s Burden

The world will certainly not forget in a hurry the devastating December 26 tsunami that left behind some 150,000 people dead and 500,000 others injured last year. Yet millions of others were rendered destitute and homeless as trillions of dollars worth of property perished in a matter of minutes.  

           How did it happen?  The physics of a tsu-nami (Japanese word for habour wave) is described in lay terms in the article by Prof. Bolaji Aluko (www.dawodu.com/aluko107.htm). Following an earthquake under the Ocean, the sea bed is pushed upwards several meters.  This results in an overflow of a huge amount of water which together with the waves, surge towards land at an incredible speed that could be up to about 800 km/h, comparable to the speed of a commercial airliner.  The current tsunami is an example of what can result from such a phenomenon.

        Now, why did it happen?  Why did so many – mainly children -  have to die so violently, so suddenly?  Here science breaks down, and religion and philosophy comes up, many of them showing their abject bankruptcy and total hopelessness.  In a study carried out by BBC News (Jan 3: An Act of God?), the views of various religions were sought to explain the tsunami and the associated great loss of lives.  Rani Moorthy, a Hindi actress and  writer offered:  “The tsunami brings into question both  personal and collective destinies for Hindus. In terms of the latter, we are born in an age of destruction, known as Kali Yuga, an age that lasts for perhaps 1,000 years. This says that we must go through a series of set-backs, obstacles, suffering, eg AIDS, and a propensity for natural disasters as nature shows its malevolent side. Mankind goes through this to be renewed. …As for my personal destiny, there is no central text in Hinduism as there is in other religions so it's up to each of us to formulate our own understanding”….The`outlook of Bhuddism is not much different: “What might have precipitated the tsunami was a lot of people coming together who had the karma for a short life and, to an extent, this is perhaps a reflection that these areas were over-populated”, reflected an adherent.  ( continued on page 6, left column.
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